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THE MARVEL COMICS GROUP, SECOND FLOOR 625 MADISON AVE., NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022 


Dear People, 

| was very happy to see the improvements made in 
AMAZING ADVENTURES between its first and second 
installments of the BEAST saga. Sutton seemed much 
more in tune with what he was doing (i.e., drawing 
heroes), and Ploog’s inking, while making the character 
look a little too much like Mike's own werewolf, still 
rendered the Beast clearly and concisely, which is what 
! ook for in comics. 

In addition, while Gerry is a fine writer, it seemed as 
if he had no direction in the first book. Steve Englehart 
added all the missing elements, plus a few | hadn't 
thought of, in his debut issue, and so grabbed my flag- 
ging interest. | begin to see all sorts of possibilities in 
this book that make it unique, and if Steve realizes them, 
maybe we readers will stop thinking-of THE BEAST as 
just a copy of more successful Marvel titles. I'm Par- 
ticularly pleased by Linda Donaldson's status as an 
agent provocateur inside the hero's headquarters, and 
Hank's overwhelming desire to regain his humanity 
through his own efforts. 

Peace, group. 

Carl Danning. 198 Grant 
Zionsville, Indiana 


THE BEAST was never intended to be a copy of any- 
body, Carl — it's just that it’s taken us a while to show 
that fully. In this ish, Hank begins to mutate a bit 
further, and next issue—well, you'll have to see it to 
believe it. That serum's causing more than one problem 
with Mr. McCoy's metabolism, as you'll soon see. 


Dear Stan, 

| have been thinking very carefully about your new 
BEAST since it first came out a couple of months ago. 
| read issue #11 and decided to wait till #12 came out 
to write to you. | must say that | was not disappointed in 
either issue, and to be truthful enjoyed them immensely. 
Your new Beast has a lot of potential, and if handled right 
could be another Spider-Man or F.F. But please put more 
background on your characters and more characteriza- 
tion in your stories. | was happy with the art in issue 11 
but was not too overly pleased with it in issue 12. | 
don't think that Mike Ploog is a good inker on Tom's 
art. Mike is an excellent artist, but as an inker on Tom 
Sutton's art he makes it look hazy and foggy. To put it 
short, | don't think they go together as a team. How 
about trying Bill Everett or Tom Palmer as inkers? But 
if you do keep Mike as an inker, please, Stan, ask him to 
slow down on the last part of magazine he's drawing or 
inking. It looks as if he gets in too big a hurry in the last 
few pages of the mag and just goes over it in a hurry 
(I've noticed this in MARVEL SPOTLIGHT also when he 
draws Werewolf by Night. By the way, that’s a great 
masterpiece, too.) 

So please, Mike, if you will, slow down a bit, Okay? 
Okay! And now, Stan, if you can bear with me a while 
longer, | have some ‘suggestions that I hope you will 
consider: 

1—The Beast should be larger than any man (as he 
was in issue 11), but in issue 12, Iron Man was almost 
the same size as he was. 

2—In past X-Men stories, the old Beast had the 
power to climb walls as Spider-Man did. Let him keep 
that same power. 

3—He must (understand this), he must meet Jack 
Russell, the Werewolf by Night! 

Well, those are my suggestions and opinions. Thanx 
for listening. 

ugh. vue % 
Clint Higginbotham, 8595 Randell Drive 
Denison Texas, 75020 


inning, elsewhere on this page, 
acterization and inking in AA. 


Clint, meet Chris 
for comments on cl 


Looking at the rest of your letter, though — now there's 
something we can answer. 

We don't figure the Beast is larger than any man— 
because he has to pass himself off as a real man from 
time to time. Hank McCoy was always a bulky son-of-a- 
gun, so his new-found muscles can be easily hidden 
inside a suit — but an extra foot or two would be a tad 
more difficult. Agreed? 

Secondly, who said he can't climb walls any more? 
Not ye olde Bullpen. 

And third —well, we answered that one last time. We 
don’t want to mix the Werewolf and the Beast right now 
(but one thing's certain at Mighty Marvel —and that is 
that nothing's certain). 


Dear Stan, Steve, Tom, and Mike, 

Great stuff! After issue number 11 of AMAZING AD- 
VENTURES, I figured you'd written off the title com- 
pletely. To go from wretched inhumans stories to that 
padded, weak origin of the new Beast was just too much. 
But now comes #12—and it is just great. 

| don't know who Steve Englehart is — unless he’s the 
guy who worked with Neal Adams on a Vampirella story 
a while back — but if this is his first script, he’s got a 
great future ahead of him. All the loose ends from the 
Previous ish were tied up—the cardboard figures were 
given life—a great gimmick (the Beast's need and 
method of mingling with humanity) was introduced — 
a dynamite battle with Iron Man ending in a truly unique 
manner was presented —and all this came about with 
some of the smoothest, most true-to-life dialogue to 
grace a Marvel mag in many a moon, Outasite! 

Plus the artwork! Sutton has always seemed to me to 
be at his best when he’s simplest, and Syd Shores struck 
me as being totally unsuitable (too realistic) for Tom. 
But Ploog gives it a mellow, smooth feeling that really 
‘turned me on. 

Anyway, you surprised the heck out of me—but it 
looks like Marvel’s got another winner on its hands. 
Good going, people. 

Chris Manning, 2057 South Marine 
Eau Claire, Wisc. 


And good reading to you, Chris. The response to the 
second BEAST story was overwhelmingly enthusiastic, 
and we're pleased as punch about it. As for who Stain- 
less Steve is—he was the guy who worked with Neal on 
that story, and it was his comics coming-out party. But 
he's more into scripting these days, which is great for 
us, and you'll be seeing his writing in many a mag (plus 
the already viewed DEFENDERS and CAPTAIN AMERICA. 
= you have already viewed them, haven’t you?). And the 
Bullpen pages can tell you more. 

As you've noticed, Mike Ploog only did that one ink 

b for AA, but what do you think of the other stalwarts 

pplied their brushes to these pages since? We'll 
ing to hear from you, tiger. 
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Dear Stan, 

| just read THE BEAST +12 for the second time, and 
| gotta say how nicely handled the ending was. To project 
us, the readers, into Mastermind’s illusion on pages 18 
and 19 was classic material. The scripter played fair with 
us, so that the only point of view on those pages was the 
Beast's. Usually sequences like that bother me, but this 
‘one came off honestly and intelligently. Make Mine 


Marvell 
Al Leffingwell, 9630 Wendy Way 
Tucson, Arizona 


Easily done, Al. We thought it was a groove, too. But 
NOW see: what Steve has in store for you in issues to 
come! 


